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NOTE:  Project PROMPT does not endorse or  recommend products, services or  resources and assumes 
no liability for  the use or  contents of any product, service or  resource mentioned in this newsletter .  The 
information provided herein is intended for  educational, informational, and advocacy purposes only and 
is not intended to substitute for  legal advice. 

From the Director :  Statewide Accountability 
  
     According to the Meriam-Webster dictionary, “an 
obligation or willingness to accept responsibility or to 
account for one’s actions”  is to be accountable.  For 
years, educators have struggled to design effective 
statewide accountability systems that ensure the educa-
tion of all students.  With the passage of the No Child 
Left Behind (NCLB) legislation,  states were required 
to submit an accountability plan that, among other 
things, includes all schools and districts in the state, 
holds all schools to the same criteria, incorporates aca-
demic achievement standards, establishes statewide an-
nual measurable objectives, holds schools and Local 
Educational Agencies (LEA’s) accountable for the pro-
gress of students and includes students with disabilities.  
Educational systems still struggle, however, to find a 
way to include scores of students with disabilities with-
out penalizing them for the inability to pass the high 
stakes testing.  Should alternate assessments be devel-
oped?  Should scores on high-stakes testing be used to 
keep students from moving to the next grade?  Should high-stakes testing be stopped all to-
gether and a more feasible system to make sure all students are being taught be developed?  
This issue is devoted to statewide accountability and its successes and/or consequences.  

Editorial Staff:  Rose Gilbert 
   Cindy Arceneaux 
   Judy Otto 
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     NICHCY is pleased to connect you with 
sources of information on including children 
with disabilities in state and district-wide 
assessments. This is an area of considerable 
concern and endeavor for state and local 
education agencies, educators, and families 
alike. Federal law--specifically, the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA)--requires that students with disabili-
ties be included in large state or district as-
sessment programs. In order to enable chil-
dren with disabilities to participate in such 
general assessments, appropriate accommo-
dations may be made, as necessary, as well 
as modifications in how the assessments are 
administered (including individual modifica-
tions, as appropriate). The decision as to 
whether a particular child will participate in 
a particular assessment belongs to the IEP 
team. The IEP team also specifies what ac-
commodations or modifications that child 
will need in order to participate. 

     However, a student©s IEP team may also 
determine that the student cannot participate 
in a particular state or district-wide assess-
ment of student achievement or part of such 
an assessment, even with modifications. If 
this is the case, the team must include a 
statement in the IEP as to why the assess-
ment is not appropriate for the student and 
how he or she will be assessed. Under the 
law, the state or local education agency 
(SEA / LEA) must then assess the child us-
ing an alternate assessment. 

     It©s complicated---and yet very important. 
There is enormous pressure for accountabil-
ity, and states routinely use high stakes test-
ing programs that require students to reach a 
specified competency level in order to 
graduate. Thus, how these tests affect stu-
dents with disabilities is an area of continu-

ing concern. We hope the resources we©ve 
listed below will be useful to parents and 
professionals alike. They focus upon discus-
sions of what high stakes testing means for 
students, what types of accommodations and 
modifications states are using to enable their 
participation, and what alternate assessments 
are being designed for students whose IEP 
teams determine that they cannot participate 
in a particular state or district test. 

     The list below isn©t intended to be ex-
haustive of the resources available on in-
cluding children with disabilities in state and 
district assessments--it©s ever-growing. We©ll 
be adding to this page throughout the year, 
so check back now and again to see what©s 
new! 

What's Required--and Why? 
 
·  Frequently asked questions--and an-

swers. www.education.umn.edu/nceo/
TopicAreas/Participation/
participation_FAQ.htm�

�

·  Education reform: What does it mean for 
students with disabilities? http://
ici2.umn.edu/ntn/pub/briefs/edre.html �

�

·  All Kids Count: Including students with 
disabilities in statewide assessment pro-
grams. http://fcsn.org/peer/assess.htm�

�

·  Assessing students with disabilities: Is-
sues and evidence. www.cse.ucla.edu/
reports/TR587.pdf  

 
·  Any guidance from the feds?

www.dssc.org/frc/fed/OSEP01-
06.FFAssessment.pdf  

 
Including Students, continued page 3 
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·  Guidance on Including Students with 

Disabilities in Assessment Programs 
www.dssc.org/frc/AssessmentQ%
26A.html 

 
·  What are the positive aspects of includ-

ing students with disabilities in assess-
ment programs?
www.education.umn.edu/nceo/
OnlinePubs/Synthesis51.html 

 
Test Accommodations 
 
·  Accommodations: Making it possible for 

students to show you “ what they got.”  
www.education.umn.edu/nceo/
TopicAreas/Accommodations/
Accom_topic.htm 

 
·  When you make a change to the test, 

what happens? www.ihdi.uky.edu/
msrrc/PDF/Tindal&Fuchs.PDF  

 
·  A summary of research on test changes. 

http://education.umn.edu/nceo/
onlinepubs/Technical34.htm 

 
·  Try the Online Accommodations Bibliog-

raphy. http://education.umn.edu/nceo/
AccomStudies.htm. 

 
·  Need a toolkit or staff development 

tool on assessment accommoda-
tions? www.cec.sped.org/bk/
catalog2/assessment.html 

 
·  Making Assessment Accommodations: A 

Toolkit For Educators 2000 [and Video-
tape]  e-mail serice@cec.sped.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
·  State policies: Assessment and accom-

modations. www.education.umn.edu/
nceo/TopicAreas/Accommodations/
StatesAccomm.htm 

 
·  And then you include the scores of stu-

dents with disabilities in the state's ac-
countability system, right? No matter 
what they are? www.education.umn.edu/
nceo/OnlinePubs/Technical33.htm. 

 
·  Want more resources? Try NICHCY's 

TA&D Resource Library 
www.nichcy.org/search.htm  

 
Alternate Assessments 
 
·  Alternate assessment: Q & A. 

www.usu.edu/mprrc/infoserv/
pubs.cfm#aa 

 
·  Here's a ton of info on alternate assess-

ment--all in one place. http://
education.umn.edu/nceo/TopicAreas/
AlternateAssessments/
alt_assess_topic.htm 

 
·  What are your state's alternate assess-

ment policies? http://education.umn.edu/
nceo/TopicAreas/AlternateAssessments/
StatesAltAssess.htm 

 
·  A standard setting method for alternate 

assessments for students with significant 
disabilities. www.education.umn.edu/
NCEO/OnlinePubs/Synthesis47.html 

 
Including Students, continued  page 4 
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·  Want more resources? Try NICHCY's 

TA&D Resource Library. 
www.nichcy.org/search.htm 

 
  This information is copyright free. Read-
ers are encouraged to copy and share it, but 
please credit the National Dissemination 
Center for Children with Disabilities  

For  fur ther  information regarding ac-
countability and alternate assessment, see 
resources on page 24. 

 

 

 

NICHCY 
P.O. Box 1492 

Washington, DC 20013 
(800) 695-0285 · v/tty 
(202) 884-8441 · fax 

nichcy@aed.org 
www.nichcy.org 

� � �� � � �� � � 	 �� �� � � � � �� � �� 	 �� ���! �� � "�# 	 $� �%� � 	 �� � �
� 	 � � �&� � � �� � � ' ' ' �

 
Had a good exper ience with your  child’s school or  your  community and want to 
tell about it?  Would you like to applaud the effor ts of a teacher?  Have not-so-
good exper iences that concern you?  Want to share a personal story about your-
self or  your  disability?   
 
You can call Judy Otto at 504-888-9111 or  send an email to jotto@project 
prompt.com. 
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�
Know a business that promotes accessibility to people 
with disabilities?  Know a business that does not?  Want   

to let others know?  This is the place for you.  Accessibility Review.Com “aims to promote the 
concept of accessibility in Louisiana businesses and to provide information about accessibility 
by means of customer reviews.”   The reviews posted are hoped to provide a valuable service to 
people and the communities they live in, increase community awareness, increase visibility of 
people with disabilities, and provide a shared experience that can help overcome the challenges 
of inaccessibility.  This site welcomes reviews from those with or without a disability and re-
views can be submitted for any business in Louisiana.  This site also provides links to other re-
sources. 
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     The Department of Health & Hospitals is 
proposing changes to the Early Steps Part C 
program for infants & toddlers with disabili-
ties & their families. Services that were pro-
vided at no cost to families would now be 
provided for a charge on a sliding scale fee. 
A families’  income will be considered, but 
not how much goes out for the care of that 
child.  NOW is the time for families & ad-
vocates to speak up. There are 2 ways to do 
this: in person in public comment at a meet-
ing in May or in written comment by 
6/11/05. 
 
NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF AP-
PLICATION AND PUBLIC HEARING 
 
     The Louisiana Department of Health and 
Hospitals will hold a public hearing and pub-
lic comment period concerning the Annual 
Application for federal funds under the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA), Part C. The purpose of this hearing 
is to collect public comment concerning the 
proposed application for funds to serve in-
fants and toddlers with disabilities. 
 
     A public hearing will be held May 26, 
2005, 1:00 pm at the Louisiana State Office 
Building (Formerly the Louisiana Supreme 
Court Building), 301 Loyola Avenue, New 
Orleans, LA.  
 
     The hearing will be held in the 2nd floor 
Court Room.  Individuals who require spe-
cial accommodations to attend a public  
hearing need to contact the Program Admin-
istrator for EarlySteps at the Louisiana De-
partment of Health and Hospitals at least 72 
hours prior to the event (Telephone 504/599-
1072). 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
      
      
     A copy of the proposed grant application 
is available for inspection and review during 
regular office hours at the following loca-
tion:  
 
Office of Part C Services 
Louisiana State Office Building 
(formerly the Louisiana Supreme Court 
Building), 301 Loyola Avenue, Room 201 
New Orleans, LA. 
 
     A copy of the proposed grant application 
is also available for inspection and review on 
the Internet at: 
http://www.oph.dhh.louisiana.gov,  
(Click on EarlySteps to download the docu-
ment.) 
 
     Written comments regarding the applica-
tion may be submitted to: 
 
Nichole Dupree, EarlySteps Program Man-
ager, 325 Loyola Avenue, Room 605, New 
Orleans, LA 70112. 
 
     Written comments will be accepted until 
June 11, 2005. 
 
     Following the 60-day period for com-
ment, the application will be submitted to 
the U.S. Department of Education. 
 
For  additional information regarding 
Ear ly Steps, see resources on page 23. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Date: 2/17/2005  
Contact: Doug Myers, (225) 342-3600, Fax: (225) 342-0193 

 
     BATON ROUGE, La.- More than 600 public schools received rewards for meeting or 
exceeding their accountability goals during a reception Thursday at the Governor’s Man-
sion.  
 
     At the reception, district superintendents and school board presidents were presented 
flags to be given to their local schools that achieved Exemplary Academic Growth or 
Recognized Academic Growth during the 2003-2004 accountability cycle.  
 
     Schools of Recognized Academic Growth met or exceeded their growth targets by five 
points or less while Schools of Exemplary Academic Growth exceeded their growth tar-
gets by more than five points. In addition to flags, schools were given financial rewards 
totaling more than $4.6 million based on their academic growth.  
 
     Picard said he is pleased that the state is honoring almost twice as many schools as it 
did last year – 620 schools in 2004 compared to 332 schools in 2003.  
 
     “These schools are getting the job done for the students of Louisiana,”  Picard said. 
“To see more and more schools reach their accountability growth goals is very promising 
and shows that our students are reaping the benefits of high expectations.”   
 
     For the 2003-2004 accountability cycle schools representing 65 of 66 eligible school 
districts, met or exceeded their growth targets and were eligible for growth flags as well 
as monetary rewards. In addition, 412 schools achieved Exemplary Academic Growth, 
while 208 schools achieved Recognized Academic Growth.  
 
     “ It is significant that almost every school district in the state has at least one school 
that is succeeding,”  Board of Elementary and Secondary Education President Glenny Lee 
Buquet said.  

     “Accountability is not only about continued growth, it is about sharing our success sto-
ries with one another so that we can establish best practices for every school in every dis-
trict.”   
 
     A list of schools from each district achieving Recognized or Exemplary Academic 
Growth and the amount of monetary rewards allocated to each can be found on the De-
partment’s Website at www.louisianaschools.net, along with PDF files containing the flag 
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     According to a press release from the 
Louisiana Department of  Education dated 
May 7, 2004 regarding LEAP 21/GEE 21 
Scores, “State officials noted that the pas-
sage rates at the 4th and 8th grade levels 
would have been even higher had the state 
not had to include 3,500 special education 
students that were previously excluded from 
the regular testing program.  The federal 
government, through the No Child Left Be-
hind Act, required the inclusion of these stu-
dents.”  
 
     In this same press release, “State officials 
said the inclusion of some 3,500 special edu-
cation students that were previously ex-
cluded had an obvious impact on the results.  
In 2000, 2.8 percent of the state’s student 
population was allowed to take an alternate 
assessment under Louisiana’s accountability 
policy.  However, No Child Left Behind 
mandated policy changes that resulted in 
only 0.7 percent of students being given al-
ternate assessment this year, impacting fail-
ure rates by as much as two percentage 
points.”  
 
     Ever wonder, however, why these same 
officials do not comment on how the state-
wide scores are impacted by the scores of 
those students in Gifted and Talented?   
 
     In searching for this answer, it was dis-
covered that Senator Melvin “Kim” Holden, 
who resigned his seat in District 15 in Janu-
ary, 2005, introduced Senate Bill  SCR 0031 
Education Accountability SLS 04-600 re-
questing a report on school performance 
scores excluding the test results of special 
education students.  This exemption, how-
ever, does not include those students in 
Gifted and Talented programs. 

     According to the bill, the State Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education has 
developed a system of accountability that 
has consequences directly affecting students, 
families, teachers, and schools.  The conse-
quences include, but are not limited to,  la-
beling schools according to the academic 
performance of the students at the school 
and according to the achievement of goals, 
and the award of monetary and other re-
wards for schools that are successful.   
 
     The bill also states that the determination 
of a school’s success and/or failure is based 
on test scores on LEAP and IOWA tests of 
the students in the school and “Whereas, as 
these tests are academic in nature and de-
manding in content, the performance of stu-
dents with disabilities that inhibit the level of 
their academic performance may, in some 
cases, have a disproportionate effect on the 
outcome for the school as a whole…” 
 
     Senator Holden continues with “While 
seeking to maximize the level of achieve-
ment of every student is an appropriate and 
important goal, caution in identifying a 
school which addresses the needs of special 
population students as a less acceptable 
school than others with different student 
populations should be exercised.”  
 
     In other words, the scores of those in spe-
cial education and possibly representing the 
lower part of the distribution of scores 
should not be used to determine a school’s 
overall academic performance.   The scores 
of the students in Gifted and Talented pro-
grams, probably representing the higher part 
of the distribution of scores, however, can be 
used to over inflate the school’s overall aca-
demic performance. 
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We, at Families Helping Families of SWLA are in the process of establishing a statewide fam-
ily driven grassroots advocacy organization that will focus on education issues.  This program, 
LaTEACH (Louisiana Together Educating All Children) is a new initiative, funded through the 
DD Council, and will promote appropriate, inclusive education for all students.  We work to 
make parents, educators, the general public, and state leadership informed and supportive of 
research based and effective practices used appropriately for each student. 
 
     This organization will operate much like LaCAN in its operational structure, with area coor-
dinators throughout the state, with the statewide coordinator based in our Lake Charles loca-
tion.  LaTEACH believes that families, education professionals, policymakers and other inter-
ested people who believe in the advantages available to students with disabilities and students 
without disabilities being taught in inclusive learning environments need a reliable  
way to get timely, accurate information.   Information regarding pertinent issues will be dis-
seminated by email, mail or fax.  We will utilize and incorporate our list with LaDisabilityTalk 
at this time. 

LaTEACH Guiding Pr inciples 
(Final draft 4/1/2005) 

 
We believe all students, with or without disabilities, should be provided the same opportu-
nities to be educated in neighborhood schools as their sisters, brothers, friends and 
neighbors. 
 
We believe all students, with or without disabilities, need and should be provided with the 
support to learn together effectively, involving family, school and community.  
 
We believe all educators should be provided with the training and resources to teach stu-
dents with diverse learning styles and needs. 
 
We believe all students, with or without disabilities, need and should be provided educa-
tional opportunities which address their individualized needs, use research based practices, 
result in meaningful outcomes, and prepare them for productive and satisfying lives. 
 
We believe that ALL students can be valued members in society. 

� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �  

Families Helping Families of Southwest Louisiana 
2927 Hodges Street 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 
337-436-2570 

fax 337-436-2578 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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‘ Louisiana Together Educating All Children’  needs members who will contact parents, educa-
tors, the general public, and state leadership when requested.  Information will be provided and 
ongoing support for your activities will be available from your Area Coordinator.   
  
Name:  ________________________________________________________________ 
  
Address:  _______________________________________________________________ 
  
City:  ____________________________  State:  _____________  Zip:  ____________ 
  
Home Phone:  ___________  Work Phone: ______________ Fax Number:  ___________ 
  
Email:  _____________________________ Parish:  _____________________________ 
 
Please provide your signature below if you would like to be signed up for our listserve. 
  
Signature:  ___________________________________  Date:  ____________________ 
  
Check One 
___ Individual receiving special education services 
___ Parent/family member of individual receiving special education services 
___ Educator/Advocate 
  
Check all that apply 
        I  am willing to: 
___ Write letters  
___ Make phone calls 
___ Visit legislators, educators, BESE Board members 
___ Travel for meetings or hearings when my schedule allows 
___ Work as a Area Coordinator if needed  
 
 
Please mail or FAX this form to:        LaTEACH Membership 
                                                            2927 Hodges Street 
                                                            Lake Charles, LA  70601 
                                                            FAX 1-337-436-2578 

� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �� � � � � � �  

Families Helping Families of Southwest Louisiana 
2927 Hodges Street 

Lake Charles, LA  70601 
337-436-2570 

fax 337-436-2578 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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     Bobby has a fraternal twin, Billy, who 
quit school, got a GED and is now at South-
eastern Louisiana University (SLU).  Billy 
could handle the academics of being in 
school, it was the overwhelming anxiety that 
gave him trouble.  Luckily, college seems to 
be the right atmosphere for him. 
     And on Friday, that also seemed pretty 
good to Bobby.  Bobby’s high school had 
been becoming more and more like a pres-
sure cooker as the school prepared for the 
upcoming LEAP and IOWA tests.  Bobby’s 
dream is to graduate with a high school di-
ploma.  He is doing fairly well with little 
assistance in typical classes.  His anxiety 
level typically runs high, so the added pres-
sure to pass the LEAP did not help.  Unfor-
tunately, he decided it wasn’ t worth it and 
decided to quit school!  
     After giving Bobby time to process, I 
suggested that he allow me to help by mak-
ing sure his IEP listed accommodations and 
modifications would be provided and the 
testing process could be explained to him so 
he would know what to expect.  He agreed 
stating, “You’ re right.  Why should I throw 
it all away now.  Go ahead and try.”  
     I contacted the system’s special education 
staff at the central office.  “My son wants to 
quit high school,”   I said.  “He is 18, it is an 
option, but he’s given me permission to 
speak on his behalf.”    Since legal rights 
transferred to Bobby at age 18, I offered to 
provide written documentation that he gave 
me permission to speak on his behalf.   
     “We can’ t let Bobby quit,”   the special ed 
administrator said.  She had met him re-
cently during a visit at the school and prom-
ised to make some calls to see what she 
could do.  She spoke to the special education 
director at the school and reviewed the ac-
commodations on his IEP.  She assured me 
that he would be provided extra time for 
testing, repeated directions, a calculator, and 
that he would be allowed to test in  

 
his resource room. 
     I shared the plan with Bobby and he said 
“All that worry for nothing.  I can just take it 
in Ms. Jones’  class!  Why didn’ t they tell 
me?” 
     On Sunday, Bobby and I decided that it 
was best not to think about LEAP.  We spent 
the day doing things he enjoys.  As we 
drove, he shared “Just think, I almost quit.  
But I’m not gonna punk out.  I’m gonna 
try!”  
     On Monday, I drove him to school one 
hour early.  We found the teacher who 
would give the test in the resource room.  
She was aware of the accommodations and 
even gave him an agenda of what to expect 
with each day’s testing.   
     Bobby was angry that his mom had to 
come to school to get the services he needed.  
Why had they caused him so much worry 
about schedule changes?  Why hadn’ t they 
just explained it?  While agreeing with him, 
I also pointed out that going to the test angry 
could affect how well he did.  He agreed. 
     We waited in the cafeteria for homeroom 
to start.  Bobby sat alone, but made eye con-
tact with other students.  Once in homeroom, 
his peers started telling me how they thought 
Bobby was cool and fun.  They told Bobby 
not to be nervous.  “You’ re so smart Bobby, 
this will be no big deal.”    
     I picked Bobby up at 2:30 as promised.  
He was still mystified as to why the teachers 
at the school had not simply helped him un-
derstand what would be happening.  He said 
the tests were no problem. 
     The next day, he got up, calmly got 
dressed, ate breakfast and caught the bus to 
school to continue testing.   
      
For  fur ther  information on LEAP accom-
modations, see resources on page 23. 
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          You know the feeling.  Your stomach feels like someone just punched you.  Your hands 
are sweaty, your heart is racing, and you feel sick.  You would be just as happy if someone 
called and said that school was cancelled for the day or week.  You guessed it, test day or 
week!!  Getting nervous during tests is very common.  Taking a test can really show what you 
know.  Nervousness can change your score, though, making it hard to determine what you 
really know.  Here are some helpful hints for test taking: 
 
     BEFORE THE TEST 
 
·  Get plenty rest.  Being well rested will help you think better. 
·  Eat breakfast.  Feeding your brain in the morning will help it work better throughout the 

day. 
·  Relax!  Take deep breaths if you have to.  Remember, nervousness can affect your score. 
·  Make sure any testing accommodations you are supposed to have are provided.  For exam-

ple, you may need extra time, a calculator, directions read to you, etc.  Ask your teacher to 
be sure they will be provided for you. 

 
     DURING THE TEST 
 
·  Take a deep breath. 
·  Read/have read all directions carefully.  If someone is reading the directions, pay close at-

tention. 
·  Make sure you read/have read all the choices in a multiple choice question. 
·  If you are not sure of the answer, skip it and come back to it later if you can.  Make sure you 

mark the ones you skip so you don’ t forget to go back later. 
·  Relax!  Do the best you can.  You know a lot.  Make sure it shows in how you do on the 

test. 
 
     AFTER THE TEST 
 
·  Take a deep breath. 
·  Jump for joy! 
·  Reward yourself for a job well done.  
·  Take time to relax and don’ t worry. 
        
     Note:  Kids Korner articles are intended for school aged children to give them an understanding of 
the issues being discussed in each PROMPTer issue.  This month’s Korner article includes “How to 
make sure you do your best when taking tests.”   We hope you and your children enjoy reading these arti-
cles. 
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     Do you cringe at the sound of the word 
LEAP 21 or GEE 21?  Do you or your chil-
dren get sick when it is testing time?  Do 
you wonder what LEAP 21 and GEE 21 ac-
tually are and who decided what needs to be 
tested? 
     Louisiana’s criterion referenced testing 
program is made up of the Louisiana Educa-
tional Assessment Program for the 21st Cen-
tury (LEAP 21) and the Graduation Exit Ex-
amination for the 21st Century (GEE 21).  
They are supposed to measure how well stu-
dents master the state developed content 
standards in English Language Arts, Mathe-
matics, Science and Social Studies.  Accord-
ing to the LEAP 21/GEE 21 2002-2003 An-
nual Report, the content standards were de-
veloped to “ reflect the essential knowledge 
and skills that teams of expert Louisiana 
educators deemed necessary for students to 
become good scholars and productive citi-
zens.”    
 
     English Language Arts Content Standards 
  
¨  Read, comprehend & respond to a range 

of materials 
¨  Write competently 
¨  Use conventions of language 
¨  Apply speaking and listening skills 
¨  Locate, select and synthesize information 
¨  Read, analyze and respond to literature 
¨  Apply reasoning and problem-solving 

skills 
 

Mathematics Content Standards 
 
¨  Number and number relations 
¨  Algebra 
¨  Measurement 
¨  Geometry 
¨  Data analysis, probability and discrete 

math 
¨  Patterns, relations and functions 
 

 
 

Science Content Standards 
 
¨  Science as Inquiry 
¨  Physical Science 
¨  Life Science 
¨  Earth and Space Science 
¨  Science and the Environment 
 

Social Studies Content Standards 
 
¨  Geography: Physical and Cultural Sys-

tems 
¨  Civics: Citizenship and Government 
¨  Economics: Independence and Decision 

Making 
¨  History: Time and Continuity and 

Change 
 
     According to the Louisiana Department 
of Education, a student may score one of the 
following five achievement levels: 
 
Advanced:  Demonstrated superior perform-
ance beyond the proficient level of mastery. 
 
Mastery:  Demonstrated competency over 
challenging subject matter and well prepared 
for the next level of schooling. 
 
Basic:  Demonstrated only fundamental 
knowledge and skills needed for the next 
level of schooling. 
 
Approaching Basic:  Partially demonstrated 
fundamental knowledge and skills needed 
for the next level of schooling. 
 
Unsatisfactory:  Has not demonstrated fun-
damental knowledge and skills needed for 
the next level of schooling. 
 
LEAP 21/GEE 21, continued page 13 
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     LEAP 21 tests are administered in the 4th 
and 8th grades.  Current policy for 4th grad-
ers states that a student must score Ap-
proaching Basic or above in either English 
Language Arts or Mathematics and Basic or 
above in either English Language Arts or 
Mathematics to be promoted to the next 
grade level.  For example, if a student scores 
Basic in English Language Arts, then the 
student must score at least Approaching Ba-
sic in Mathematics and visa versa.  For 8th 
graders, they must score Ap-
proaching Basic or above in 
both English Language Arts 
and Mathematics to be pro-
moted to the 9th grade.  In the 
2006 school year, 8th grade 
criteria will change to stu-
dents needing to score Basic 
on either English Language 
Arts or Mathematics and Ap-
proaching Basic or above in 
the other to be promoted to the 9th grade.  
Students not scoring the required level must 
be provided intensive summer remediation.  
Following summer remediation, they must 
be given the opportunity to retest.  
     GEE 21 tests are administered in the 10th 
and 11th grades.  Current policy states that 
first time 10th graders must score Approach-
ing Basic or above in English Language Arts 
and Mathematics and in either Science or 
Social Studies to be eligible for a standard 
high school diploma.  Students not scoring 
the required level are given retest opportuni-
ties in the summer and in the fall. 
     What about standards for students in spe-
cial education or students receiving Section 
504 accommodations?  Until 2003, all stu-
dents receiving special education were re-
quired to participate in and meet LEAP 21/
GEE 21 requirements.  The only exceptions 
were students participating in the Louisiana 

Alternate Assessment (LAA ) or LAA-B 
(out of level testing) or high school students 
participating in the Options (Pre-GED) 
Skills Program.  As of the 2003-2004 school 
year, LAA-B (out of level) testing option 
was discontinued and only students partici-
pating in LAA or in the Options (Pre-GED) 
Skills Program were not required to take and  
meet requirements of LEAP 21/GEE 21. 
     According to the Louisiana Department 
of Education, test accommodations may be 

used as appropriate for students in 
special education provided they are 
noted in the student’s IEP and used 
in the classroom environment for 
instruction and assessment.  For 
students receiving Section 504 ac-
commodations, the same testing 
accommodations can be used pro-
vided they are used in the student’s 
classroom environment and proper 
forms are submitted according to 

Guidelines for Students with Disabilities Ac-
cording to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. 
     Recognized accommodations include: 
 
¨  Braille:  Braille test booklets are avail-

able for students requiring them.  All test 
items in the regular-print test are in-
cluded. 

¨  Large Pr int:  Large-print test booklets 
are available for students requiring them.  
Large-print version is an enlarged copy 
of the regular-print edition of the test. 

¨  Answers Recorded:  If a student is un-
able to write because of his or her dis-
ability, provisions must be made for the 
test administrator to record the student’s 
answers on the scorable answer docu-
ment. 

 
LEAP 21/GEE 21, continued page 14 
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     Recognized accommodations cont’d: 
 
¨  Assistive Technology:  Assistive tech-

nology can include but is not limited to a 
computer, tape recorder, calculator, aba-
cus, grip for a pencil, visual magnifica-
tion device, communication device, mark 
or marker to maintain place, speech syn-
thesizer, or electronic reader. 

¨  Extended Time:  Every student must be 
given sufficient time to respond to every 
test item.  Time may be adjusted for stu-
dents who have short attention spans or 
who may be unable to concentrate for 
long periods of time on a given task.  
The test administration time may have to 
be altered considerably to allow for in-
termittent short breaks during the testing 
period.  Or it may be determined appro-
priate to administer the test in a number 
of short sessions.  The time of day the 
test is administered may be adjusted to a 
time more beneficial to the student.  
These sessions, however, must be com-
pleted within the allotted test dates, in-
cluding make up dates. 

¨  Communication Assistance:  A test ad-
ministrator who is fluent in the signing 
or cuing modality routinely used by the 
student should be available to repeat or 
clarify directions and sign por tions of 
the test if warranted by the student’s 
reading level as documented on the IEP 
or Section 504 form.  The passages, 
questions, and distractors on the Reading 
and Responding session of the English 
Language Arts test may not be signed or 
cued.  

¨  Transferred Answers:  If a student re-
corded answers in the test booklet or 
used large-print, Braille, or other techno-
logical assistive devices documented on 
the student’s IEP or Section 504 plan, 
the test administrator must transfer the 
student’s responses onto a scorable an-

swer document exactly as the student 
wrote them. 

¨  Individual/Small Group Administra-
tion:  Tests may be administered to a 
small group (maximum, eight students) 
or to an individual requiring more atten-
tion than can be provided in a larger 
classroom. 

¨  Tests Read Aloud:  Students receiving 
this accommodation must have been pro-
vided this accommodation in classroom 
assessment.  These students may be al-
lowed to have por tions of the test read 
to them, with the exception of the Read-
ing and Responding session of the Eng-
lish Language Arts test. 

¨  Other:  Any necessary accommoda-
tions may be used, but they must be 
determined by the IEP Team or  Sec-
tion 504 Committee and documented on 
the student’s IEP or Section 504 plan and 
Verification of Section 504 form and 
must not breach security or invalidate the 
meaning of the test score or purpose of 
the test.   

 
     For students with limited English profi-
ciency, the following accommodations are 
used:  extended time, individual/small group 
administration, tests read aloud, provision of 
English/Native language word-to word dic-
tionary and test administered by English as a 
Second Language Teacher or individual pro-
viding language services.   
 
     For a student with one or more disabili-
ties according to Section 504, accommoda-
tions are permitted provided they are used in 
the student’s classroom instruction and as-
sessment.  Accommodations provided are 
the same as those for students in special edu-
cation.  
 
For  additional information about test ac-
commodations, see resources on page 23.  
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     According to the Louisiana Educational 
Assessment Program Alternate Assessment 
(LEAP) Teachers Guide, beginning in 1998, 
Louisiana has focused on raising achieve-
ment for all its students through a program 
called Reaching for Results.  Although all 
students are included in this program, the 
assessment is not appropriate for a small per-
centage of students.  These students do not 
participate in the LEAP and the LEAP Alter-
nate Assessment (LAA) was designed to 
evaluate the progress of those students with 
the most significant disabilities. 
     Including students with the most signifi-
cant disabilities allows Louisiana to include 
ALL students in Reaching for Results, com-
ply with state legislation mandating assess-
ment of all students in Louisiana public 
schools, comply with IDEA legislation and 
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) legislation 
requiring all students to be included in state-
wide assessment and accountability pro-
grams. 
     LAA is designed for those student’s 
whose Individual Educational Plans (IEP’s) 
show significant changes to the general edu-
cation curriculum and have a stronger em-
phasis on functional and life skills.  Stu-
dents par ticipating in the LAA will re-
ceive a Certificate of Achievement and 
NOT a typical high school diploma.   
     For a student to participate in LAA, he or 
she must be at least eight years old.  LAA 
testing begins in grade three and continues 
yearly until grade eight.  In secondary grades 
nine through eleven, assessments also con-
tinue yearly. 
     For a student to be eligible for participa-
tion in the LAA, the response to the follow-
ing ten statements MUST be “Agree.”  
Ö The student’s impairments cause de-

pendence on others for most, if not all, 
daily living needs, and the student is ex-
pected to require extensive ongoing sup-
port in adulthood. 

Ö The student’s instructional program em-
phasizes life skills and functional appli-

cations of the general curriculum. 
Ö The student requires extensive instruc-

tion on functional skills in multiple set-
tings (e.g., school, work, home, commu-
nity) to acquire, maintain, and generalize 
skills necessary for application in school, 
work, home, and community environ-
ments. 

Ö Current longitudinal data (e.g., class-
room observation, task analyses, pro-
gress on IEP objectives, evaluations, and 
parental information) indicates the stu-
dent should participate in LEAP Alter-
nate Assessment. 

     The following six statements represent 
student safeguards: 
Ö The decision for  LAA is not solely 

based on the student’s placement. 
Ö The decision for  LAA is not solely 

based on the student’s disability ac-
cording to Bulletin 1508. 

Ö The decision for  LAA is not solely 
based on excessive or  extended ab-
sences. 

Ö The decision for  LAA is not solely 
based on social, cultural, and/or  eco-
nomic differences. 

Ö The decision for  LAA is not based on 
its anticipated impact on School Per-
formance Scores. 

Ö The decision for  LAA is an IEP 
TEAM decision based on the needs of 
the student.  I t is not an administrative 
decision. 

     According to the State of Louisiana, there 
are six exceptionalities that qualify the stu-
dent for LAA participation.  A student with 
profound mental disability, severe mental 
disability, moderate mental disability are 
considered to have a significant cognitive 
disability.  Students with multiple disabili-
ties, traumatic brain injury and autism are 
considered to function like a student with a 
significant cognitive disability. 
 
For  fur ther  information on LAA, see re-
sources on page 23. 
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Raising Achievement:  Alternate Assessments for Students with Disabilities 
Abbreviated Version of Press Release By U.S. Department of Education Secretary, Margaret 
Spellings 
 
What:  The U.S. Department of Education announces a new policy with respect to students 
with persistent academic disabilities under the bipartisan No Child Left Behind (NCLB) educa-
tion reform law. 
 
 New Policy:  States may develop modified academic achievement standards and use 

alternate assessments based on those modified achievement standards for students with 
persistent academic disabilities and served under the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act.  States may include proficient scores from such assessments in making ade-
quate yearly progress (AYP) decisions but those scores will be capped at 2.0% of the 
total tested population.  This provision does not limit how many students may be as-
sessed against modified achievement standards.  Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) teams will make the decision about which individual students should take such an 
assessment. 

 
 Continued Policy:  States may continue to use alternate assessments based on alternate 

achievement standards for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.  
States may continue to include proficient scores from such alternate assessments in 
making AYP decisions and those scores will be capped at 1.0% of the total tested popu-
lation.  Proficiency from all other students above the 1.0% and 2.0% cap will be meas-
ured against grade-level achievement standards.  IEP teams will continue making the 
decisions about which individual students should take such an assessment. 

 
 Why:  Like the regulation for students with the most significant cognitive disabilities, this pro-

vision is tailored to the needs of the student while ensuring the goals of No Child Left 
Behind are achieved.  This provision ensures that the success of a child who takes an 
assessment based on modified achievement standards will count and be recognized for 
his or her academic achievement in calculating school and district performance under 
AYP.  This policy is for those students who are not likely to reach grade-level achieve-
ment because of their disability in the same timeframe as all the other students, but who 
can make significant progress. 

 
 Research:  This new policy best tracks the available research and findings about stu-

dents with disabilities.  In addition to students with the most significant cognitive dis-
abilities, these finding suggest that there are about 2% of children who are not able to 
reach grade-level standards, even with the best instruction. 

 
States may develop, continued page 17 
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How:  To implement this policy for students with persistent academic disabilities, states must 
develop modified academic achievement standards and improved alternate assessments as well 
as agree to several activities related to assessment, accountability, professional development, 
and training for IEP team members and teachers. 
 
 Action Plan:   The Department will unveil a comprehensive technical assistance plan 

designed to help states with these activities.  The technical assistance will provide 
needed resources to improve instruction, assessments, and accountability for all students 
with disabilities. 

 
When:  This new policy will be released in a notice of proposed rulemaking later this Spring. 
The Department anticipates that most states implementing this policy will be able to develop 
modified achievement standards and assessments based on those standards by 2005-2006 or (at 
the latest) 2006-2007.  In the short term, the Department will establish interim state-specific 
flexibility agreements that may include amendments to accountability plans. 
 
NOTE:  To view full press release, visit the following web site:  http://www.ed. 
 
For  fur ther  information, see resources on page 23. 
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     Matthew is eight years old.  On paper, he 
is in third grade.  In reality, he is doing first 
grade work.  He has multiple medical prob-
lems and requires a mechanical ventilator to 
breathe.  He loves to attend school, but his 
health status prevents him from attending on 
a full time basis.  He attends two mornings a 
week and receives home bound services two 
days a week.   
     In theory, he should have begun IOWA 
testing last year.  Because he is only doing 
first grade work, we knew he would never 
pass the test and it would have probably 
frustrated him to try to take a test so far 
above his current academic level.   
     Because he is eight and in the third grade 
(on paper only), the school suggested con-
sidering alternate assessment.  Why?  Be-
cause he met age and grade criteria for alter-

nate assessment and his health status is poor. 
The added stress of intensive testing, it was 
feared, could send his health status even fur-
ther down.  He did not, however, (in my 
opinion) meet academic criteria regarding 
instructional programming emphasizing 
functional and life skills instead of academ-
ics. 
     After giving this considerable thought, I 
decided against alternate assessment.  In 
making the decision to participate in alter-
nate assessment,  I considered what my ex-
pectations of his adulthood were, how long I 
expected him to take to achieve those goals, 
and how much support he would need in the 
process.  I also thought about how making 
this decision now could affect the rest of his  
   
 Only 8, continued page 19       
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     Ordinarily, students may not be promoted 
to the 5th or 9th grade until they score at or 
above Basic achievement level on either the 
English Language Arts or Mathematics com-
ponent of the 4th or 8th grade LEAP 21 and 
Approaching Basic achievement level on the 
other.   
     According to the 2005 LEAP for the 21st 
Century High Stakes Testing 
Policy, however, “ the decision to 
retain a student in the 4th grade 
more than once as a result of his/
her failure to achieve Basic/
Approaching Basic combination 
on the English Language Arts 
and Mathematics components of 
the LEAP 21 shall be made by 
the Local Educational Agency 
(LEA) in accordance with the local Pupil 
Progression Plan which shall include the fol-
lowing:   
 
·  “A student who has repeated the 4th 

grade may be promoted to only the 5th 
grade…. 

·  However, a student who has repeated the 
4th grade and is 12 years old on or be-
fore September 30th may be promoted 
according to the local Pupil Progression 
Plan.”  

 
     After summer retesting, a school system 
may consider granting an appeal on behalf of 
individual students, if the student: 
 
·  Attended LEAP 21 summer remediation. 
·  Has a 3.0 grade point average in the sub-

ject for which the appeal is being consid-
ered. 

·  Taken summer LEAP 21 retest.   
·  Met State-mandated attendance regula-

tions during the regular school year and 
any locally mandated regulations during 

the summer remediation program. 
·  Has highest score on English Language 

Arts and/or Mathematics within 20 
points of the cutoff score for Basic. 

·  Principal and School Building Level 
Committee (SBLC) attest that the student 
has the ability to perform at or above the 
Basic achievement level in the subject 

for which the appeal is being 
considered. 
 
     For those students in the 8th 
grade, the same holds true.  A 
school system may request a 
waiver after the summer retest 
for a student who has scored at 
the Approaching Basic level on 
both the English Language Arts 

and Mathematics components of LEAP 21 
providing the following criteria are met: 
 
·  A student may be promoted to the 9th 

grade provided he or she scored at the 
Approaching Basic level on BOTH Eng-
lish Language Arts and Mathematics 
components of LEAP 21, attended LEAP 
21 summer remediation, and taken sum-
mer retest administered at end of sum-
mer program. 

·  A student must retake the components of 
the retest on which a score of Approach-
ing Basic or below was attained on the 
Spring test.  At a minimum, the student 
shall score Approaching Basic on the 
English Arts and Mathematics compo-
nents of the summer retest. 

·  Any student who scores less than Ap-
proaching Basic on either component of 
the summer retest is ineligible for the 
waiver consideration. 

 
Now What?, continued, page 19 
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     For students who have repeated the 8th 
grade, the following options are available: 
 
·  Retained again in the 8th grade. 
·  Promoted to 9th grade provided the stu-

dent has scored Approaching Basic level 
on either the English Language Arts or 
Mathematics components of LEAP 21, 
has attended summer remediation in at 
least the Unsatisfactory subject, and has 
taken summer retest.  I f promoted with 
an Unsatisfactory on English Lan-
guage Arts or  Mathematics, the stu-
dent must enroll in and pass a high 
school remedial course in the Unsatis-
factory subject before enrolling in or  
earning Carnegie Units for  English or  
Math.  Or 

·  Placed in the Pre-GED/Skills Options 
Program that shall be available to stu-
dents who meet criteria as outlined in 
Bulletin 741:  Louisiana Handbook for 
School Administrators. 

 
     Are there any exceptions to testing poli-
cies?  Yes, as with any policy there are ex-
ceptions.  Exceptions may include the fol-
lowing: 
 
·  Policy Overr ide:  The LEA may over-

ride State Policy for students scoring at 

the Unsatisfactory level in English Lan-
guage Arts or Mathematics, if the student 
scores at the Mastery or Advanced level 
in the other, provided that the decision is 
made in accordance with local Pupil Pro-
gression Plan, the student has partici-
pated in both spring and summer admini-
strations of LEAP 21, has attended sum-
mer remediation, and parental consent is 
granted. 

·  Students with Disabilities Under 
IDEA:  Students participating in LEAP 
Alternate Assessment (LAA) shall  have 
promotion decision made by SBLC. 

·  Waiver  for  L imited English Proficient 
Students:  SBLC shall be granted the 
authority to waive the State’s promotion 
policy for a LEP student in either  4th or  
8th grade, but not both. 

·  Waiver  for  Extenuating Circum-
stances:  Waivers may be granted for 
students with a physical illness or injury 
that is acute or catastrophic in nature, a 
chronic physical condition that is in 
acute phase or a student with court or-
dered custody issue.  Proper documenta-
tion must be provided. 

   
   
For  additional information on LEAP 21 
remediation see resources on page 23. 
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education.  I remembered that once the deci-
sion to participate in alternate assessment is 
made, progress toward a high school di-
ploma stops and only a certificate of 
achievement can be earned.  I personally 
was not ready to make that dooming deci-
sion because I believe in his ability and want 
to give him every chance to succeed. 

      
 
 
     Every family must make their own choice 
about alternate assessment.  That’s the whole 
idea behind individualized educational pro-
gramming.  This can be a very difficult deci-
sion to make, but after answering questions 
about what I saw in Matthew’s future, it was 
an easy choice for me.  I chose to continue 
with academics, at least for now … or until 
he decides otherwise.    
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     The Louisiana State Board of Elementary and Secondary Education was established as a constitu-
tional body during the 1973 Constitutional Convention.  Eight elected members from the eight BESE 
districts serve on the Board along with three members-at-large appointed by the Governor. The Board 
sets key education initiatives and strives to provide leadership in setting an education agenda for the 
continuous improvement of public education as measured by student and school achievement.  

BESE Member Contact Information:     

District 1   Ms. Penny Dastugue   
      10 Serenity Drive   
      Mandeville LA 70471  
      985-674-1752 (O) 
      985-674-1721 (Fax)    
      sbese@la.gov 
 
District 2   Ms. Louella Givens   
      2017 Canal St. Ste. 101  
      New Orleans, LA 70112 
                  504-522-7108 (O)   
      504-522-7190 (Fax)   
      sbese@la.gov 
 
District 3   Ms. Glenny Lee Buquet 
      1309 Bayou Black Drive             
      Houma, LA 70360   
      985-876-5216 (O) 
      985-868-7919 (Fax) 
                  glennyb@sw.rr.com   
       
District 4   Mr. Walter Lee   
      201 Crosby Street 
      Mansfield, LA 71052 
      318-872-2836 (O)          
      318-872-1324 (Fax) 
      wlee@admin.desoto.k12.la.us 
 
District 5   Dr. James Stafford 
      2139 Maywood Drive 
      Monroe, LA 71201   
      348-387-7152 (H) 
      318-387-7152 (Fax) 
      sbese@la.gov 
 
District 6   Ms. Polly Broussard 
      40117 Champion 
      Gonzales, LA 70737 
      225-769-4005 (O) 
      225-474-8979 (Fax)   
      sbese@la.gov 
 

District 7   Mr. Dale Bayard 
      1000 S. Huntington 
      Sulphur, LA 70663 
      337-524-8691 (O) 
      337-527-0514 (Fax) 
      sbese@la.gov 
 
District 8   Ms. Linda Johnson 
      21600 Highway 405 South 
      Plaquemine, LA 70765 
      225-298-2637 (O) 
      225-687-9444 (Fax)   
      sbese@la.gov 
 
Member-  
At-Large   Mr. Edgar Chase 
      10917 North Hardy Street 
      New Orleans, LA  70127 
      504-816-4698 (O) 
      504-816-4851 (Fax)   
      sbese@la.gov 
 
Member- 
At-Large   Ms. Leslie Jacobs  
      P.O. Box 6960 
      Metairie, LA 70009 
      504-835-3390 Ext. 124 
      504-828-5463 (Fax) 
      sbese@la.gov 
 
Member- 
At-Large   Ms. Mary Washington 
      720 Hollier Road  
      Duson, LA 70529 
      337-873-3310 (O) 
      225-342-5843 (Fax) 
      sbese@la.gov 
 
For fur ther information about BESE, see re-
sources on page 23. 
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REGIONS I  &  X 
Jefferson, Or leans, Plaquemines, St. Bernard 
LAURA NATA 
4323 Division St.   #110 
Metairie, LA 70002-3179 
(504) 888-9111/1-800-766-7736 
FAX: (504) 888-0246 
Email:  fhfgno@ix.netcom.com 
website:  http://www.projectprompt.com  
 
REGION I I  
Ascension, E. &  W. Baton Rouge, E. &  W. 
Feliciana, Iberville, Pointe Coupee  
SUMMER MIZELL 
778 Chevelle Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
(225) 216-7474/1-866-216-7977 
FAX: (225) 216-7977 
Email: fhfofgbr@msn.com  
 
REGION I I I  
Assumption, Lafourche, Terrebonne,  
St. Char les, St. Mary, St. James, St. John 
MADELINE LOMBARDI 
760 West Tunnel Blvd., Suite B 
Houma, LA 70360 
(985) 879-2001/1-800-331-5570 
FAX: (985) 879-2575 
Email: blfhf@bellsouth.net 
 
REGION IV 
Acadia, Evangeline, Iber ia, Lafayette, St. 
Landry, St. Martin, Vermillion 
VALERIE BALSER 
303 New Hope Road 
Lafayette, LA 70506 
(337) 984-3458/1-(800)-378-9854 
FAX: (337) 984-3468 
Email: fhfacad@eatel.net  
 
REGION V 
Allen, Beauregard, Calcasieu, Cameron, Jef-
ferson Davis 
MYLINDA ELLIOT 
2927 Hodges St. 
Lake Charles, LA 70601 
 

(337) 436-2570/1-800-894-6558 
FAX: (337) 436-2578 
Email: fhfswla@xspedius.net 
 
REGION VI  
Avoyelles, Concordia, Catahoula, Grant, La-
Salle, Rapides, Vernon 
MELISSA BROSSETTE 
2840 Military Highway 
Suite A 
Pineville, LA 71360 
(318) 641-7373/1-800-259-7200 
FAX: (318) 640-4299 
Email: fhfxroads@aol.com 
 
REGION VI I  
Bienville, Bossier , Caddo, DeSoto,  
Natchitoches, Red River , Claiborne, L incoln, 
Sabine, Webster  
CASSIE HUBBLE 
2620 Centenary Blvd., Bldg. 2, Suite 231 
Shreveport, LA 71104 
(318) 221-0315/1-888-989-0315 
FAX: (318) 221-0301 
Email: fhfofnwla@networktel.net 
 
REGION VI I I  
Caldwell, E. &  W. Carroll, Franklin, Jackson, 
Madison, Morehouse, Ouachita, Richland, 
Tensas, Union  
LISA ROBINSON 
5200 Northeast Rd 
Monroe, LA 71203 
(318) 361-0487/1-888-300-1320 
FAX: (318)-361-0417 
Email: info@fhfnela.org  
 
REGION IX 
L ivingston, St. Tammany, St. Helena,  
Tangipahoa, Washington 
CASONYA WILLIAMS 
111 North Madison 
Covington, LA 70433 
(985) 875-0511/1-800-383-8700 
FAX: (985) 875-9979 
Email: nfhf@charter.net 
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     The Regional Education Service Center 
Areas provide leadership and support to 
schools and school systems in the use of 
quality information as a basis for informed 
decision-making directed toward the im-
provement of student outcomes. 
     Its primary role is to implement certain 
state mandated programs that impact 
achievement.  Other services provided in-
clude:   
¨  Accountability:  Coordinators provide 

local districts with information, training, 
and resources related to federal account-
ability requirements. 

¨  School Improvement:  Coordinators as-
sist schools to develop school improve-
ment plans and implement plans to im-
prove achievement. 

¨  Early Childhood Education:  Monitors 
LA4 statewide pre-K program serving 
four year olds not currently enrolled in 
publicly funded Pre-K classes and who 
are at-risk for learning difficulties.  Also 
assists districts with early intervention 
programs through IDEA.  

¨  Learning Intensive Schools and Commu-
nities (LINCS):  Coordinators provide 
training and classroom assistance to en-
courage innovative learning environ-
ments and improve student achievement.  
LINCS is a process that builds and 
strengthens the ability of K-12 teachers 
to design and implement standards-
based, content rich lessons into daily in-
struction. 

¨  Teacher Certification:  Certification 
Counselor assists schools as they strive 
to increase the number of certified teach-
ers by recruiting mid-career profession-
als and college graduates and prescribing 
individual certification pathways to help 
teachers achieve certification. 

¨  Federal Programs:  Personnel are avail-

able to assist schools and districts in the 
determination of restrictions on the use 
of federal funds for school improvement. 

¨  No Child Left Behind:  Coordinators 
provide information and resources con-
cerning the implementation of the No 
Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act to local 
districts.   

¨  Special Populations:  Federal funding 
help provide free, appropriate, public 
education to those identified students.  
Personnel assist schools as they locate, 
evaluate, and serve children suspected of 
being exceptional. 

¨  Safe and Drug Free Schools and Com-
munities:  Technical assistance and in-
service opportunities are provided to 
schools and districts to emphasize pro-
grams that prevent violence, prevent ille-
gal drug use, and involve parents and 
communities in the educational process. 

 
For  fur ther  information on Regional Edu-
cation Service Centers and to locate the 
center  nearest you, visit the Department 
of Education’s website at www.la.us or  
call Families Helping Families for  a list at 
(504) 888-9111 or  1-800-766-7736. 
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Alternate Assessment 
Alternate assessment: Q & A. www.usu.edu/mprrc/infoserv/pubs.cfm#aa 
Here's a ton of info on alternate assessment---all in one place. 
 http://education.umn.edu/nceo/TopicAreas/AlternateAssessments/alt_assess_topic.htm 
Louisiana Department of Education www.doe.state.la.us 
 
Assessment for  all Students 
All Kids Count: Including students with disabilities in statewide assessment programs. 
� http://fcsn.org/peer/assess.htm�

Assessing students with disabilities: Issues and evidence. www.cse.ucla.edu/reports/TR587.pdf 
Education reform: What does it mean for students with disabilities?  
 http://ici2.umn.edu/ntn/pub/briefs/edre.html 
Pacer Center  www.pacer.org 
 
Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) 
BESE http://www.doe.state.la.us/lde/bese/home.html 
 
Ear ly Steps Par t C Services  
Department of Health and Hospitals http://www.oph.dhh.louisiana.gov, 
Office of Public Health  http://www.oph.dhh.state.la.us 
 
LEAP 21/GEE 21   
Louisiana Department of Education www.doe.state.la.us 
Louisiana State Legislature http://www.legis.state.la.us/tsrs/search.htm 
National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities (NICHCY) www.nichcy.org 
U.S. Department of Education www.ed.gov/offices/OCR/docs/disabharassltr.html 
Wrightslaw www.wrightslaw.com/law/code_regs/discipline.html 
 
Testing Accommodations 
A summary of research on test changes.  
 http://education.umn.edu/nceo/onlinepubs/Technical34.htm 
Accommodations: Making it possible for students to show you "what they got.”  
 www.education.umn.edu/nceo/TopicAreas/Accommodations/Accom_topic.htm 
Disability and Business Technical Assistance Centers (DBTAC’s) www.adata.org/dbtac.html 
Job Assistance Network (JAN) http://janweb.icdi.wvu.edu 
Louisiana Department of Education www.doe.state.la.us 
Making Assessment Accommodations: A Toolkit For Educators 2000 [and Videotape]  e-mail 
 serice@cec.sped.org 
State policies: Assessment and accommodations.  
 www.education.umn.edu/nceo/TopicAreas/Accommodations/StatesAccomm.htm 
U.S. Dept. Education, Office Special Education and Rehabilitative Services www.ed.gov/ about/

offices/list/osers/products/employmentguide/ 
U.S. Department of Justice, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Homepage 

 www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/adahom1.htm 
When you make a change to the test, what happens? 
 www.ihdi.uky.edu/msrrc/PDF/Tindal&Fuchs.PDF  

Note:  I f you do 
not have access to 
the internet or  
need additional 
assistance contact-
ing any of these  
resources, please 
call (504)-888-9111 
or  1-800-766-7736 
and we will be 
happy to assist 
you. 
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